
Early Exploration Study Guide 

 Primary Source – a source from someone who was at the event being studied 

 Secondary Source- a source created after the event by someone who was not 
there 

 Conquistador – Spanish Explorer and conqueror 

 Columbian Exchange –the exchange of people, plants, animals, ideas and 
diseases between the old and new world 

 Immunity – resistance to disease  

 Northwest Passage- the fictional route to the north of America that was faster 
and safer 

What to study? 

 Primary vs Secondary Sources 
o Which is which? 

o Why are each useful? 
o How should we examine them? 

 Why did Europeans explore? 
o 3 Gs? 
o Examples of each? 
o New technology 

 Spanish Colonies 
o Important Conquistadors 
o Why did Spain win? 
o What were Spanish colonies like? 

 Socially? 
 Economically? 

 French and Dutch Colonies 
o Effects of the Reformation 
o Why did the explore the northwest? 
o What were the French and Dutch colonies like? 

 Socially  
 Economically? 

 Columbian Exchange 
o What is it? 
o What things were exchanged? 
o What were the effects of it? 

 


